
Commission on Disability Issues 
October 29, 2012 

Action 
 

Pedestrian Push Button Upgrades Proposed for Blind or Visually-
Impaired Individuals 

 
Background 
The General Plan’s 2009 Transportation Element policies recommend accessible pedestrian 
signals, which are pedestrian push buttons upgraded to have audible and tactile/vibrational 
features, and pedestrian countdown signals at all the signalized intersections in the City of 
Alameda.  This recommendation is based on the Transportation Element guiding policy 4.1.1.f.  
The City’s 2009 Pedestrian Plan lists the signalized intersections that are in need of upgraded 
pedestrian push buttons under a project category titled “Street Crossings.”  In September 2011, 
Public Works staff submitted a grant application for federal monies under the New Freedom 
Program, which is administered by the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC), to 
install pedestrian push button upgrades at nine intersections. 
 
In Summer 2011, MTC solicited projects in the San Francisco Bay Area's large urbanized areas 
for the Federal Transit Administration's New Freedom Program (49 USC Section 5317).  The 
New Freedom Program provides grants for new capital and operating projects aimed at reducing, 
beyond the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, transportation barriers 
faced by individuals with disabilities.  The available 
funding is $3.7 million for the Bay Area's large urbanized 
areas.  Eligible applicants include non-profit organizations, 
local government authorities, and public transportation 
operators.  A local agency must contribute at least 20 
percent of the total project cost.   
 
In November 2011, MTC informed the Public Works staff 
that the City of Alameda will receive federal funding in the 
amount of $150,900 from the Federal Transit 
Administration's (FTA) New Freedom Program (Section 
5317).  This funding will be the federal share of the total 
project costs, which equal $188,625.  The local share is 
$37,725. 
 
 
Discussion 
Public Works staff is recommending that pedestrian push 
buttons at nine signalized intersections be modified to make it easier and safer for blind or 
visually-impaired individuals to cross the street.  These intersections, listed in Table 1 and shown 
in Exhibit 1, are located adjacent to an AC Transit bus stop or an Alameda Paratransit Shuttle 
stop.  The pedestrian push buttons are proposed to have the following features (Figure 1):  

• Raised tactile arrow that points into the direction of the crosswalk; 

Figure1: Webster St. at Stargell Ave. 

http://www.cityofalamedaca.gov/City-Hall/General-Plan
http://www.cityofalamedaca.gov/City-Hall/Traffic-and-Transportation
http://www.mtc.ca.gov/funding/new_freedom.htm
http://www.mtc.ca.gov/funding/new_freedom.htm
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• Locator tone - with a lower night volume - to help direct pedestrians to the push button; 
• Once the button is pushed, the pedestrian will hear the word “Wait”; 
• During the pedestrian walk signal phase, which is only activated by pushing the 

pedestrian button:  
o The arrow push button will vibrate; and 
o An audible sound, either a chirp or a cuckoo - with a lower night volume - will 

play. 
 

Table 1: Pedestrian Push Button Upgrades – Proposed Locations 

 
Intersection Name 

AC Transit 
Lines 

Alameda Paratransit 
Shuttle Stops 

High Street/Otis Drive 21, 314, OX, 
W 

Krusi Park 

Lincoln Avenue/Willow Street 
(Santa Clara Avenue/Willow Street) 

(O, 314, 51A, 
851) 

Lincoln/Chestnut 

Broadway/Encinal Avenue O, OX Broadway/Crist 

Broadway/Otis Drive 21, 314, W Otis/Broadway 

Grand Street/Otis Drive 20, W  

High Street/Santa Clara Avenue O, W High/Santa Clara 
Oak Street/Central Avenue 
(Oak Street/Santa Clara Avenue) 

(O, 314, 51A) Alameda Main Library 

Island Drive/Robert Davey Junior 21 Park & Ride Lot 

Robert Davey Junior/Packet Landing Road 21, OX  

Note: The intersection names in parentheses show the actual location of the closest bus stop when 
it differs from the location of the proposed pedestrian push button upgrades. 

 
These intersections were selected because they are identified in the City of Alameda’s Pedestrian 
Plan (2009) as priority locations for blind or visually-impaired individuals.  These locations also 
are in close proximity to an AC Transit bus stop or an Alameda Paratransit Shuttle stop.  Since 
blind or visually-impaired individuals are unable to drive and are transit dependent, intersections 
near AC Transit bus stops or Paratransit Shuttle stops were selected to provide these individuals 
with accessible transportation to and from their homes, jobs, shopping and other activities.  
According to the 2010 U.S. Census, 10.4 percent of the population in the City of Alameda was 
disabled and 13.5 percent was 65 years and over.  These groups will most benefit from 
pedestrian push button upgrades. Not only does this project give more independence to 
individuals with vision disabilities, it also helps make the local bus systems a more viable 
alternative, which in turn reduces congestion and vehicular emissions. 
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Outreach 
Public Works staff notified the residents, tenants and property owners within 300 feet of all nine 
intersections that are proposed to have pedestrian push button upgrades (Exhibit 2).  Public 
Works staff also will discuss this proposed project at the Transportation Commission on 
November 28, 2012. 
 
 
Budget Considerations/Fiscal Impacts 
The federal New Freedom Program will fund 80 percent of the proposed project.  The funding 
source for the local match is Alameda County Measure B, which is administered by the Alameda 
County Transportation Commission.   
 
 
Recommendation 
Public Works staff recommends that the Commission on Disability Issues review and take action 
on whether to proceed with the installation of pedestrian push button upgrades at the nine 
selected intersections. 
 
 
 
 
Exhibits: 
1 Pedestrian Plan Maps – Proposed Locations for the Pedestrian Push Button Upgrades 
2. Notification to Adjacent Property/Business Owners, Employees and Residents 
 
 
 
 
G:\pubworks\LT\TRANSPORTATION\Pedestrians\APS_NewFreedom\Outreach\Oct2012mtg\PedPushButtonUpgrades.doc.docx 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exhibit 1: Pedestrian Plan Maps – 
Proposed Locations for the Pedestrian 

Push Button Upgrades 
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Figure 24: High-priority Pedestrian Projects (Main Island - East)  

GR
AN

D 
ST

PA
RK S

T

ISLA
N

SHORE LINE DR

DOOLITTLE DR

ENCINAL AV

HIG
H S

T

SANTA CLARA AV

BR
OADW

AY

RAL AV

OTIS DR

OTIS DR

BUENA VISTA AV

CENTRAL AV

ENCINAL AV

SEAVIEW PKWY

LINCOLN AV

CLEMENT AV

FERNSIDE BL

FE
RNSID

E B
L

E

W
AL

NU
T 

ST

SANTA CLARA AV

AN
ROBERT DAVEY 

JR DR

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!

!

!
!

!

!
!

!

!!!!!!!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!

!
!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!

!

!

!

!

!
!

!

!
!

!
!

!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!

!
!

!

!

!

!

!
!

!

!º

!º

!º

!º

!º

!º

!º

!¹

!¹

!¹

!¹

!¹

!̧

!̧

!̧

!̧

!̧

!̧

!̧

!̧

M
ill

er
-

Sw
ee

ne
y

Br
id

ge

Hig
h

St
re

et
Brid

ge

Pa
rk

St
re

et
Br

id
ge

Bay Farm Island Bridges

A
U

G
H

K

S
O

M

Q

C
I

G

T

J

L

F

R

H

P

D

N

A

UB

W

V

0 0.25 0.50.125 Miles

High-priority Projects

!̧ Accessible Signal Projects

!¹ Countdown Signal Projects

!º Intersection Projects

Island Access Projects

Ped. District Projects

Sidewalk Projects

Walkway Projects

! ! Bay Trail (existing)

Trails (existing)

Walkways (existing)

Primary Ped. Streets

All Streets

City Facilities

Commercial Areas

Parks

Schools

Docks

Water

City Limit

 

pw_user
Oval

pw_user
Text Box
High St / Otis Dr

pw_user
Line

pw_user
Oval

pw_user
Text Box
Lincoln Ave / Willow Ave



 

City of Alameda Final Pedestrian Plan  69 

Figure 27: Medium-priority Pedestrian Projects (Main Island - East) 
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Figure 28: Medium-priority Pedestrian Projects (Bay Farm Island) 
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Exhibit 2: Notification to Adjacent 
Property/Business Owners, Employees 

and Residents 
 
 
 
 
 








	PedPushButtonUpgrades.pdf
	Outreach
	Recommendation


	Exhibit2_PedPushButtonUpgrades.pdf
	AlaCityNewFreedomApplicationLargeUA_Final.pdf
	SignedPageNewFree.pdf
	AttachC_ProjectMapsPhotos.pdf
	AttachmentC_ProjectMapsPhotos.pdf
	AttachC_Photos.pdf

	AttachDPedPlanExerpts.pdf
	AttachE_SupportLetters5.pdf
	AttachE_SupportLetters4.pdf
	AttachE_SupportLetters3.pdf
	AttachmentE_SupportLetters2.pdf
	AttachmentE_SupportLetters1.pdf
	AttachmentE_SupportLetters.pdf
	ChildUniqueMontessoriNewFreedom.pdf
	K_MoehringNewFreedomSupportLetter.pdf
	WABA_NewFreedomLetter.pdf

	AlaPoliceNewFreedomLetter.pdf

	AlaPointNewFreedomLetter.pdf

	LegacyNewFreeLetter.pdf

	PedFriendlyAlaNewFree.pdf

	ATA-New Freedom Grant Support letter-signed 8-30-11js.pdf
	GirlsIncDisComNewFreeLetters.pdf


	Exhibit1_PedPushButtonNotice1.pdf



