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Alameda Reads Celebrates NEW Wednesday Evening Hours!

By Carmen Chu, Akiko Journay, and Helen Lopez

On November 18th Alameda Reads hosted a grand opening
because the program is now open Wednesday nights.

People mingled and met new people and old friends. They
enjoyed delicious veggie wraps, turkey wraps, pita chips, cherry
tomatoes, carrot sticks and tasty dip, cookies and chocolates. Kids
who were there picked out free, colorful new books to take home
and keep.

Many learners and tutors stood in front of their families and
friends and read their amazing stories from the newly-published
book from Alameda Reads, I Believe. They were proud to share
their work, and we learned more about people’s values and beliefs.

Everybody then received a free copy of I Believe. The authors who were there generously signed copies of the
book and that made the evening even more special.

Through writing, people are willing to share their experiences, thoughts and feelings. Publishing a collection
of writings is a way to learn and get inspiration from others. Together, we can create something great,
something bigger than what one person can do alone.

One event attendee writes:

It was an important night for me. My daughter came with me to the “I Believe” event hosted by Alameda Reads. I really
enjoyed myself. It was a wonderful night in my life. It was a great celebration for Alameda Reads. I am proud to be part
of Alameda Reads, and appreciate the effort and the hard work of the staff members and tutors.
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Learner & Tutor Spotlight

Jamie Gold and Vu Nguyen have been learning together since October 2014. They recently interviewed each
other. Here is their conversation.

Jamie interviews Vu:

Jamie: Why did you decide to study computer science?

Vu: I decided to study computer science because when I was a child I was interested in automatic machines,
robots and telephones. I really want to find answers to why we can call each other (like on cellphones) and
why we can see each other on TV.

Jamie: Was it a difficult decision to leave your
family and country and come to the United
States?

Vu: I think it was a little difficult for me because
I grew up in Vietnam. Sometimes I'm homesick.
However, I feel luckier than other people
because I live with my parents and brother and
I'm not alone.

Jamie: What was the most shocking thing
about American culture for you?

Vu: The most shocking thing is the fast pace.
The traffic is very fast. The people work and
study very fast. Especially the fast food which
can affect your health!

Vu interviews Jamie:

Vu: Why did you decide to become a tutor? ]mie old and Vu Nguyen
Jamie: I enjoy helping people. I did some

tutoring years ago in Oakland and enjoyed the experience. I'm a retired librarian and have been volunteering
at animal shelters (working with cats) so I thought it would be a nice change to actually work with people!

Vu: How did you become a librarian?
Jamie: I originally planned to become a teacher but the job market when I finished college in the late 1970s
was pretty dismal. I've always loved books and libraries so it was a good fit for me.

Vu: You told me you volunteer in animal shelters. What's that like?

Jamie: I've always loved cats and my volunteer work at Oakland Animal Services and the Cat Town Café
and Adoption center helps cats find good homes. I socialize shy cats, work with adopters and train new
volunteers. I've met a lot of great people too!



Oakland Technology Exchange (OTX)

By Anthony Runnels OTX is a place where you work for service bucks to get a

computer. You put in hours to get “service bucks” and you

save enough to buy a computer. People from the community
donate computer parts systems to OTX. Volunteers come to
clean computers, take them apart, and put them in the
recycling box. I like going to OTX. It's a great place to go
because I love working with my hands. My goal is to work
on computers. At OTX I take monitors apart, disconnect
wires, and put them back together. OTX will help you with
anything. They are well respected. If you know someone
who loves to work on computers, tell them to come put in
some hours and build their “service bucks” up. Some

computers, like desktops, cost 20 “service bucks”. Others,

like desktop hand screens, cost 50 “service bucks” and

laptops are 60 “service bucks”. It's a great place to work. It’s
at 1680 14th street in West Oakland, CA.

To learn more about OTX visit www.otxwest.org

OTX accepts donations of old
computers. Volunteers fix the
old computers. Students and
schools can purchase the
computers at a very low cost.
Contact OTX to learn more.

Hello & Goodbye

Starting this May, Sue will be leaving Alameda Reads for
six months. She has received a special opportunity from
the United States government to learn about cultural
history in Japan. Though she will miss everyone at the
program, she is excited about this new experience.

While she is in Japan, we are very fortunate that Amy

Prevedel will lead Alameda Reads. Many of you already
know Amy from the reading and writing practice

Sue Mark (left) and Amy Prevedel (right) pose
for a quick picture.

sessions that she teaches. If you haven’t met Amy,

please be sure to stop by the office to say hello!



Alameda Reads on Facebook!

By Berenice Sanchez

My name is Berenice Sanchez and I am so happy to participate in
the Alameda Reads program as a Social Media Specialist, which
basically means I will be adding information to the Alameda Reads
Facebook page and other web resources as well.

Facebook is a popular free website that allows people to keep in
touch with friends, family and organizations. Facebook is available in
37 different languages and offers a range of privacy options to its
members.

I would like to encourage you all to "LIKE" the Alameda Reads
Facebook page, because it's a great opportunity to know about what Bere at the office

all participants in the program do, what is going on with other

literacy organizations and learn tips and links to resources, important articles, information from the State
Library and Alameda Reads special events.

If you already have a Facebook account, here is some information about how to “Like” a page:
e Froma Page: Click "Like" on the page's cover photo.
e From a News Feed story or an ad: Click "Like" or "Like Page" in the story or ad.

e From search: Type "Alameda Reads" and click to select a page from the results. Once you're on
the page, click "Like" on the page's cover photo.

o Liking a page means you're connecting to that page. When you connect to a page, you'll start to
see stories from that page in your News Feed. The page will also appear on your profile.

e Liking a post from a friend means you're letting that friend know you “Like” their post without
leaving a comment.

e Liking a page doesn't give the page the ability to send you a message. However, if you send a
private message to a page, you may receive a private message in response.

If you do not have a Facebook account, please call the Alameda Reads office at 510-865-2454 so we can
make an appointment to help you create your own account.

Remembering Fumiko

Fumiko Rodriguez-Berriz brought joy to and shared her
curious spirit with Alameda Reads. She joined the
program in the 1980s and was a dedicated member of the
Alameda Reads book club for many years. She recently
passed away at the age of 92. In honor of her search for life
-long learning, many of her friends and family members
have made generous donations to Alameda Reads. We

appreciate all of their support. Fumiko was a great

inspiration to many people. We miss her wonderful spirit.
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Fumiko at an Alameda Reads event
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AIamAedaiRéads ieérhérs; have accomplished great things!

Alex, Ana, Hawa, Kateba, Kim & Yolanda: Started computer basics training

Alonzo: Passed the Insurance License exam
Andprea: Passed the police officer academy exam

Aneysa: Passed 3 of the 4 GED tests

Anh, Kateba, Lou, & Vu: Attended community college classes

Anthony: Purchased a new computer

Edith: Learned how to Skype with her family

Evelyn S.: Completed housing applications

Francisco: Improved his communication at work
Herlinda: Got a library card

Kim L: Regularly makes PowerPoint presentations at work
Lou: Received an “A” in his Laney College course

Mei: Created teaching materials for work

Michelle: Helps her children with homework

Yoli: Helps her children with homework

Yunia: Interviewed for a promotion

ACHIEVE

> IMAGINE

DREAM

INSPIRE

A BIG ‘Thank You’ to Our Hardworking Volunteers!

Our talented group of tutors and volunteers helps Alameda Reads in many important ways beyond one-on-

one tutoring by: leading small learning groups, calling participants about classes and events, teaching

computer classes, working on the newsletter and helping with office tasks. A special thanks to these

volunteers who have given Alameda Reads extra help:

Maria Arce Bill Cox

Pat Ashley Lynne Dennis
Joe Brandt Kathy Hanley
Carmen Chu Christine Jones

Helen Lopez
Kaytlyn Louton
Vincent Lu

Cecile Pecoraro

Patricia Prinz
Diane Puntenney
Berenice Sanchez

Karen Young

Have an hour to spare? Want to learn a new skill? There are many ways you can
help Alameda Reads. Please let us know if you are interested.

5



Welcome New Volunteers!

Every year we train 15-20 volunteers. People from the community want to volunteer for many reasons: to
help others, to give back to Alameda, and to share their skills and knowledge. Our program exists because of
the dedication of our volunteer tutors. Volunteers help our program by tutoring independent learners, one

on one tutoring, assisting in small groups, preparing for events and more.

Do YOU know someone who enjoys being with people and has a few hours to spare? Please tell them to

contact Alameda Reads or visit www.alamedareads.com to fill out a volunteer registration form.

Our next volunteer training session will be in May 2016.

Back row (left - right): Kaytlin Louton, Sidney Wolfe, Vivian Hennessee, Christine Jones,
& Karen Young

Front row (left - right): Vincent Lu, Kathy Hanley, Barbara Edwards, Paula Godoy

Read Write Learn

ANOTHER SERVICE OF THE ALAMEDA FREE LIBRARY

Alameda Reads
Veteran’s Hall Building
2203 Central Avenue
Alameda, CA 94501
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