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Alameda Reads Celebrates 30 Years!

Alameda Reads and Books, Inc. are collaborating to celebrate the release of the book I Believe on the evening
of Thursday, September 17. This wonderful book contains powerful, personal stories written by Alameda

Reads participants. The event also celebrates the 30th anniversary of library-based adult literacy

programming in Alameda.

A collectlon of
)’/ / Jwrltlngs frorn
J "‘ 1 Alamed}a Reads J

to Alameda Reads.

to join Books, Inc. and Alameda educators for this great celebration!

When: Thursday, September 17, 6 - 9pm
Where: Books Inc., 1344 Park Street, Alameda

| Laureate Julia Park Tracey.

The celebration at Books, Inc. is part of their Educators' Night
series. The evening includes a reception with refreshments

l Belleve beginning at 6:00 p.m. and author readings and book signing
beginning at 7:00 p.m. Special guests include Alameda’s Poet

The I Believe authors will read their stories and sign copies of
the book, which will be available free of charge. Books, Inc.

will donate a portion of all sales made during the celebration

The author Tovi Scruggs, author of Be a Parent Champion: A
Guide to Becoming a Partner with Your Child’s School, will read
from her book and sign copies which will be available for sale.
This practical guide “inspires parents to analyze, reflect, and
take action in regard to how they co-educate their children by
partnering with their child's school.” Ms. Scruggs is the
principal of San Lorenzo High School.

All Alameda Reads participants and their families are invited
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Learner & Tutor Spotlight

Jenny Schaffer and Angie Santander have been learning together since the spring. They recently interviewed
each other. Here is their conversation.

Jenny interviews Angie:
Jenny: Why did you decide to study chemical engineering?
Angie: It was a long process. The first thing I had to do was take a class in which we studied all kinds of

different engineering. The students use this class to decide which type of engineering to specialize in. After
taking this class, I decided to specialize in chemical engineering because it offers lots of career possibilities.

Jenny: Was it a difficult decision to leave your
family and country and come to the United
States?
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Angie: It was not too difficult because I was
already living alone and away from my family
anyway.

Jenny: What was the most shocking thing about
American culture for you?

Angie: Americans’ relationship to food. In
Colombia, we don’t think about calories or
worry about getting fat, whereas Americans do.
I think this is because the food here is fattening.

Angie interviews Jenny:

Angie: Why did you decide to be a tutor?

Jenny: I love teaching and I wanted more Angie Santander Jenny Schaffer
interaction with people in my life. Also, I was
looking for an opportunity to help people.

Angie: How did you become a writer?

Jenny: I've always been in love with words. I remember when I was a child, I would hear poems in my head.
Also, it was a process of elimination: there was little else I was good at.

Angie: You told me that you also do theater. What kind of theater do you do?

Jenny: We don’t really have a term for it in America. In Europe, they call it “devised theater.” We work with
physical movement, sound, choreography, text, and images to create a piece of theater.



Online Resources

There has been a buzz in the online world of adult education. Alameda Reads now has a Facebook page! The
page is updated often with breaking topics about local adult education as well as resources for tutors and
learners. Learners and tutors can also post information about upcoming
adult education events or learning links. Everyone is encouraged to
keep in touch with Alameda Reads through our new Facebook page!

You can access the page by visiting www.facebook.com/
alamedareadsonline. Make sure to click "like" to see all of Alameda
Reads” updates.

Alameda Reads is also currently building a website with easy access
links to adult education learning resources, such as: writing tutorials,
computer learning modules, GED practice tests, and reading guides.
We will post a link on our Facebook page! Check out the website

at: http;//alamedareads.weebly.com. Let us know what you think.

Many thanks to Nathanael who has volunteered his time to boost
Alameda Reads’ online presence!

Nathanael Miller

A BIG “thank you’ to all of our hardworking volunteers! Our talented group of
tutors and volunteers helps Alameda Reads in many important ways. A special
thanks to these volunteers who have given Alameda Reads extra help:

Joe Brandt Mary Kay Hardwick Patricia Prinz
Carmen Chu Brian Harris Diane Puntenney
Lynne Dennis Helen Lopez

Lisa Ginardi Cecile Pecoraro

We are grateful for all of the time that volunteers share to tutor learners. Volunteers have contributed more
than 3,600 hours over the past year! In addition to one-on-one tutoring, volunteers have:

Edited and formatted the layout our new book I Believe
Coordinated our book launch

Called participants about classes and events

Co-led book club discussions

Taught computer classes

Created and contributed to the newsletter

Developed program websites
e Helped with office tasks

We would also like to give special thanks to Litho Process, the Alameda-based print shop that is publishing
our book. They provided us with great service and a generous discount.

And former volunteer Melissa Wilson keeps us well-stocked with nutritious snacks from her employer,
Clif Bar.




Lobbying for State Funding for Adult Literacy

Over the last three years, funding from the State for adult literacy programs has unfortunately been
reduced. This spring, stating that "it is time for our collective voice to be heard," Alameda Reads Director
Sue Mark asked tutors and learners to write letters. Many program participants wrote meaningful letters to
members of the Assembly and Senate Budget Committees requesting increased funding for these important
programs. And success! Letters from programs around the state had a huge positive impact and Governor
Brown signed legislation to increase funding for all adult literacy programs.

Kateba Saleh felt empowered by writing this letter with
her tutor's support:

Dear Government,

I'would like to talk to you about Alameda Reads. They need
your help because they need money to help people learn to
read and learn English. This program is very important to
people. They need money to buy books, paper, pencils,
because many people who come for help don’t have a lot of
money. The director of the program works very hard, they
need your help to keep the program running. The learners
work very hard. They need good books to read and to practice.

Please remember how hard all these people are working to
make their lives better. Help them be the best they can. Please
fund our program.

Kateba Saleh

Alonso Suarez wrote the following letter, expressing his gratitude for Alameda Reads:

To the California State Legislators,

Joining the reading program has been very useful for myself because I have been practicing my English more and I have
the opportunity to write and learn every time I'm with my tutor. Besides that my tutor guides me and corrects my
mistakes and supports me with supplies that I need to be a better learner. This program is very important for adults that
need to improve their lives.
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Poem
by Julius Manney

Julius has participated with Alameda Reads for many years and recently transitioned to being an
independent learner. He started a website on Tumblr to share poems that he writes.

Practice

I BEEN PRACTICING FOR ME
BE CAREFUL FOR ME

I KNOW YOU COULD FOR ME
BUT NOT GOOD FOR ME

IT"S NOW MY TURN 4
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Alameda Reads learners have accomplished great things!

Evelyn: Completed her taxes & completed jury duty
Michelle: Helped her kids with homework
Bina: Passed the Citizenship Test

IMAGINE
Elida: Passed 3 GED tests

DREAM

Lou P. & Helen: Facilitated the Adult Learner Leadership Training

Lou F.: Attended the Adult Learner Leadership Training
Marisa, Frey, Mekeds, Evelyn & Michelle: Got new jobs

INSPIRE

Ana: Passed the Driver’s License exam

~ ACHIEVE

Yunia: Interviewed for a promotion

Edith: Signed up for an email account

Kim: Wrote reports for work

Julius: Created a website

Anh, Lou F., Afaf, & Vu: Attended community college classes

Learner Ana Perez and tutor Pat Ashley were honored with an award for excellent family literacy
practices by Alameda4Kids, an annual event that supports learning in Alameda. We are proud of
youl!

Alameda Reads Small Group Learning

All tutors and learners are welcome to all classes.

Please call 865-2454 to sign up.

READING PRACTICE Book CLUB
ONCE A MONTH ONCE A MONTH
Saturdays, 10AM - Noon Thursdays, 6:30 - 8:00 PM
September 12, October 3, November 7, September 24, October 15, November 19,
December 5 December 17
Room 138 Alameda Reads Office
Alameda Free Library 2203 Central Avenue




Welcome New Tutors!

Every year we train 15-20 volunteer tutors. People from the community want to volunteer for many
reasons: to help others, to give back to Alameda, and to share their skills and knowledge. Our program
exists because of the dedication of our volunteer tutors.

We thank you!

Spring 2015 Tutors

Front row (left - right): Syd Salsman, Melissa Hong, Evelyn O’Donnell, Cecilia Herrera, Rukiya Reed

Back row (left - right): Kim Ross, Nancy Giovannoni, Peter Martin, Amanda Huang, Maria Arce
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