"War Comes Home" Essay Contest for Teens
How has war affected you, someone you know, your community, or the world? Are you yourself a veteran and want to share your story? Issues of war, peace and militarism impact all our lives. Tell your story in an essay of up to 1,000 words. You must be between ages 13-18. The grand prize winner will receive a 16 GB iPad mini.  All participants will receive a prize for their submissions.
Who is Eligible? 

· Teens: ages 13 to 18

· Must live or attend school in Alameda
How do I Submit an Essay?

You may submit your essay via email to WarComesHomeAFL@gmail.com, or on paper, at any Alameda Free Library branch starting on Monday, November 17, 2014. 
The maximum length of your essay should be 1,000 words. Judges will not be able to evaluate essays in languages other than English. 
What is the judging criteria?

We will evaluate the essays on the following points: 

· Main Point: The essay addresses the question

· Support: Persuasively supports the main point with well-developed reasons, examples, or narrative; valuable content and/or research incorporated into the essay; clear presentation of the topic

· Creativity/Interest: Original voice; uses diverse resources (interviews, references, etc.), unusual format/expression or creative/fresh point of view

· Language: Uses descriptive, expressive and/ or evocative language, interesting word choice

· Personal Reaction: Judges can award additional points for their personal opinion and subjective feelings about the essay
A panel of five judges will help select the winning essays. Again, essays may not exceed 1,000 words. 
 
Submission Deadline is Monday, December 8 at 8:00 p.m.  Winning essays will be announced by Monday, December 15th. 
Please note that all submitted work becomes property of the Alameda Free Library and might be reproduced as public artwork, photos, or other forms. Your signature below indicates that all submissions are considered gifts to the Alameda Free Library and will not be returned.  We greatly appreciate your contributions – thank you! 
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