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All non-engineered projects must meet the minimum California Building Code [CBC] Section 2308 Conventional 
Light-Frame Construction requirements. Structures of conventional light-framed construction shall not exceed two 
stories in height and are subjected to limitations of Sections 2308.2, 2308.11, and 2308.12. 

Openings in Exterior Walls: A header shall be provided over each opening in exterior-bearing walls, and shall be 
of two pieces of normal 2-inch framing lumber set on edge and nailed together with 16d nails at 16" o. c., or of solid 
lumber of equivalent size. See CBC Table 2308.9.5 (attached) for minimum header sizes. Each end of a header 
shall have a length of bearing of not less than 1-1/2" for the full width of the header. 

Openings in Interior Load-Bearing Partitions: A header shall be provided over each  opening in interior bearing 
partitions, and shall  be of two pieces of nominal 2-inch framing lumber set on edge and nailed together with 16d 
nails at 16" o. c., or of solid .lumber of equivalent size. See CBC Table 2308.9.6 (attached) for minimum header 
sizes. Each end of a header shall have a length of bearing of not less than 1-1/2" for the full width of the header. 

Openings in Interior Non-Load Bearing Partitions: Openings in nonbearing partitions are permitted to be framed 
with single studs and headers. Each end of a header shall have a length of bearing of not less than 1-1/2" for the 
full width of the header. 

Pipes in Walls: Where plumbing, hearing or other pipes are places in or partly in a partition, necessitating the 
cutting of the soles or plates, a metal tie not less than 16 gage and 1-1/2" wide shall be fastened to each plate 
across and to each side of the opening with not less than six (6) 16d nails. 

Cutting and Notching: In exterior walls and bearing partitions, and wood stud is permitted to be cut or notched to 
a depth not exceeding 25% of its width. Cutting or notching of studs to a depth not greater than 40% of the width of 
the stud is permitted in nonbearing partitions supporting no loads other than the weight of the partition. 

Boring Holes: A hole not greater in diameter than 40% of the stud width is permitted to be bored in any wood stud. 
Bored holes not greater than 60% of the width of the stud are permitted in nonbearing partitions or in any wall 
where each bored stud is doubled, provided not more than two such successive doubled studs are so bored. In no 
case shall the edge of the bored hole be nearer than 5/8" to the edge of the stud. Bored holes shall not be located 
at the same section of stud as a cut or notch. 
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