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Recommendation to Accept the Quarterly Sales Tax Report for the Period Ending September 30, 2015 
Collected During the Period April 1, 2015 to June 30, 2015. (Finance 2410) 

 
To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

From: Elizabeth D. Warmerdam, Interim City Manager 

Re: Recommendation to Accept the Quarterly Sales Tax Report for the Period Ending September 30, 2015 
Collected During the Period April 1, 2015 to June 30, 2015 

 
BACKGROUND 

This report summarizes the sales tax receipts for the point-of-sales activity for the period April 1 through 
June 30, 2015. This is the basis for sales tax revenues received by the City between July 1, 2015, and 
September 30, 2015. For purposes of this report, sales tax revenues exclude Proposition 172 funds, the 
allocation from the statewide pool for public safety services. 

 
DISCUSSION 

At  the  end  of  Fiscal  Year  2014-15,  total  sales  tax  receipts  exceeded  projections  by  17%  or 
$973,164. For Fiscal Year 2015-16, sales tax is the second largest source of  General  Fund revenues for the 
City of Alameda, representing approximately 11% of the total budgeted revenues for the year. The top 25 
businesses in Alameda represent approximately 57%, or $1.1 million, of the quarter’s total sales tax 
receipts. The top 100 businesses represent approximately 82%, or $1.6 million, of the quarter’s sales tax 
revenues. 

 
The following is a summary of sales tax performance by key economic categories in comparison to the same 
quarter of the prior fiscal year: 
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The City had a slight decrease in sales tax revenues for the second quarter of 2015 compared to the same 
quarter of the previous year. All segments, except three, experienced negative results. The Building and 
Construction category showed a negative amount due to a reversal of an $82,585 allocation that the 
City received in error for the fourth quarter of 2012. According to the Board of Equalization (BOE), the 
funds should have been allocated to county pools. The decrease in the Business and Industry category 
was due to a decline in sales in health/medical and business services. Autos and Transportations 
experienced decline in the sales of boats/motorcycles while the decrease in the Fuel and Services Stations 
category was due in part to lower fuel prices. However, the Restaurants & Hotels, General Consumer 
Goods, and Food and Drugs categories continue to see improved sales compared to the same quarter in 
the prior year. 

  The following is a summary of sales tax by geographic area, in comparison with the same quarter of the prior  
  fiscal year: 

Geographic Areas Total
Percent of 

Total
Dollar Change Over  

Previous Year
Percent Change Over 

Previous Year

South Shore Center $322,769 16.9% $28,447 9.7%

Park – South of Lincoln 220,135 11.6% (2,227) -1.0%

Park – North of Lincoln 169,025 8.9% (1,218) -0.7%

Clement Ave & Blanding Ave 128,697 6.8% 475 0.4%

Webster – North of Lincoln 103,701 5.4% 413 0.4%

Alameda Landing 200,624 10.5% 57,359 40.0%

Harbor Bay Business Park 361,187 19.0% (110,681) -23.5%

Marina Village Business Park 37,130 1.9% (1,813) -4.7%

Bridgeside Center 65,456 3.4% (291) -0.4%

North Waterfront 44,229 2.3% (24,380) -35.5%

Alameda Point 52,975 2.8% (12,627) -19.2%

Neighborhood Development Districts 61,833 3.2% 2,151 3.6%

Harbor Bay Landing 35,597 1.9% 2,589 7.8%

Marina Village Shopping Center 41,645 2.2% (336) -0.8%

Webster – South of Lincoln 46,230 2.4% (555) -1.2%   
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Many geographic areas showed a decline in sales tax revenue compared to the same quarter in the prior 
year. Most notably is the Harbor Bay Business Park area, for which the decline is related to the retroactive 
BOE adjustment in prior year as described earlier. The Alameda Landing business point- of-sales activity 
remains strong mainly from increases in sales from large retailers like Target and Michaels and as new 
businesses open, such as In-N-Out and Sleep Train. 

 
As of June 30, 2015, sales tax revenues, as recorded in the City’s General Fund, were approximately 
$6.6 million or 117%, of the $5.7 million budgeted amount (excluding Prop 172 sales tax funds) for Fiscal 
Year 2014-15. For Fiscal Year 2015-16, sales tax revenue projections are expected to increase as the 
State’s Triple Flip program winds down. From July to September 2015, the City received $1.5 million of 
sales tax receipts, of which $378,700 is recorded in FY 2015-16. This represents 4.1% of the fiscal year’s 
budget. 

 
This quarter’s report includes a supplemental section containing the following information: 

 
1. Major Industry Groups - Current Quarter Comparison 
2. Major Industry Groups - 13 Quarters History 
3. Sales by Geographic Area - 13 Quarters History 
4. Per Capita Sales Tax Surplus/Gap Comparison by Retail Category 
5. Quarterly Sales Comparison of Cities in Alameda County 
6. Per Capita Sales Comparison of Cities in Alameda County 
7. City to State Comparison by Sector - 2nd Quarter 2015 
8. Statewide Sales Tax Trend Information 

 

MUNICIPAL CODE/POLICY DOCUMENT CROSS REFERENCE 
 

This action is in conformance with the Alameda Municipal Code and all policy documents. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

This activity is not a project and is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
pursuant to section 15378 (b)(4) of the CEQA Guidelines, because it involves governmental fiscal 
activities, which does not involve any commitment to any specific project which may result in a 
potentially significant physical impact on the environment. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 

Accept the Quarterly Sales Tax Report for the period ending September 30, 2015 collected during the 
period April 1, 2015 to June 30, 2015. 

 
Respectfully submitted by, 
Elena Adair, Finance Director 

 
Exhibit: 
1. Quarterly Sales Tax Report Supplemental Information 



City Council 

Agenda Date: 12/1/2015 

File Type: Consent Calendar Item 

Agenda Number: 5-C 

 

 
cc: Robb Ratto, PSBA 

Tony Kuttner, GABA 
Sandip Jariwala and Michelle Berner, WABA Mark 
Sorensen, Alameda Chamber of Commerce 



CITY OF ALAMEDA
MAJOR INDUSTRY GROUPS

Major Industry Group 2Q15Count $ Change % Change2Q14

 582,848  674 (37,518) -6.0% 620,366 Business and Industry

 429,667  315  75,752 21.4% 353,914 Restaurants and Hotels

 387,973  1,865  25,053 6.9% 362,920 General Consumer Goods

 211,333  20 (27,131) -11.4% 238,464 Fuel and Service Stations

 186,085  95  9,713 5.5% 176,372 Food and Drugs

 119,626  123 (24,099) -16.8% 143,725 Autos and Transportation

(425) 1 (425) -N/A- 0 Transfers & Unidentified

(11,931) 68 (87,409) -115.8% 75,478 Building and Construction

 1,905,176  3,161Total (66,063) -3.4% 1,971,239 
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CITY OF ALAMEDA
MAJOR INDUSTRY GROUPS - 13 QUARTER HISTORY

ADJUSTED FOR
ECONOMIC DATA

Sales Tax by Major Industry Group
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Periods shown reflect the period in which the sales occurred - Point of Sale
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ALAMEDA COUNTY ALL AGENCIES
SALES TAX TRENDS FOR ALL AGENCIES - 2Q 2015 SALES

Count
Current Year Prior Year

2Q 2015 2Q 2014 % ChangeAgency Name County Pool
Share of Actual Receipts

% Change
Adjusted*

Agency allocations reflect "point of sale" receipts

 2,425,452Newark  1,372  2,372,145 +    2.2%3.7% +  14.7%

 6,368,339San Leandro  2,623  5,783,770 +  10.1%9.8% +    7.9%

 9,565,645Fremont  5,486  8,943,733 +    7.0%14.8% +    7.2%

 2,499,592Alameda Co. Uninc  2,538  2,169,757 +  15.2%3.9% +    6.5%

 5,983,502Livermore  2,811  5,720,173 +    4.6%9.2% +    6.3%

 5,269,280Pleasanton  3,640  4,939,614 +    6.7%8.1% +    4.7%

 1,905,176Alameda  3,161  1,971,239 -    3.4%2.9% +    4.6%

 1,894,872Emeryville  905  1,849,490 +    2.5%2.9% +    4.4%

 7,215,316Hayward  4,342  6,905,834 +    4.5%11.2% +    4.0%

 537,015Albany  559  532,704 +    0.8%0.8% +    1.9%

 4,024,791Berkeley  4,842  3,907,644 +    3.0%6.2% -    0.7%

 4,103,313Dublin  1,396  4,085,709 +    0.4%6.3% -    0.8%

 11,275,819Oakland  13,137  11,628,844 -    3.0%17.4% -    1.0%

 1,589,977Union City  1,295  2,132,430 -  25.4%2.5% -    4.2%

 45,707Piedmont  229  52,381 -  12.7%0.1% -    5.9%

 48,336  64,703,797  62,995,466 +    2.7%Totals 100.0% +    3.8%

 10,623,987Alameda Pool  13,057  9,477,326 +  12.1% +  13.5%
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CITY OF ALAMEDA
AGENCY  COMPARISONS

ADJUSTED FOR
ECONOMIC DATA

Per Capita Sales
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