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Date:    October 9, 2013 

 

To:  Todd Williams 

  City of Alameda 

 

Subject: Safety Inspection 

 

Location: 1320 St Charles 

 

Species: Idaho Locust (Robinia ambigua 'idahoensis') 

 

Assignment: Arborist was requested to conduct tree safety inspection.  Though the inspection 

specified 1320 St. Charles, two trees at 1316 St. Charles were also noteworthy and 

required our comments. 

 

Background: Arborist has previously conducted inspection of all 11 Idaho Locust trees on St. Charles 

Street between San Antonio and Fair Oaks Ave. in a report dated September 22, 2009.  That report 

recommended a program of removal and safety pruning.  Pruning entails crown reduction pruning and 

dead wood removal.  The tree removal program would try to remove and replace 1 to 2 of the most 

problematic trees every few years.   

Summary 

It appears that the locusts in front of 1320 St. Charles, and more immediately the two locusts in front of 

1316 St. Charles, have reached the end of their safe and useful life expectancies.  All three are rotted 

throughout, and, although decay in this species advances slower than most others, the severity of the 

leans and rot render them hazardous.  Removal and replacement of the three locust trees is 

recommended.  Retention of any of these three trees will require drastic reduction pruning. 

Tree and Site Description 
 

1320 St. Charles – The tree has a DBH of 22 inches, and grew ½ inch since the last inspection in 2009.  

Structure is poor, displaying codominant stems with an included bark attachment and a 25.5% lean 

towards the street.   

1316 St. Charles #1 – The tree has a DBH of 27 inches, and has not grown since 2009.  Structure is poor, 

displaying a 37.5% lean.  There is rot throughout.   
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1316 St Charles #2– The tree has a DBH of 23 inches, and has not grown since 2009.  Structure is poor, 

as the trunk appears over 50% dead.  The tree displays a lean towards the residence.  Our 2009 report 

did not record this lean. 

Recommendations 

 

Removal –It is recommended that the three trees noted in this report be removed.   Retention of any of 

the three trees will require drastic reduction pruning.  Of the 11 locust trees inspected in 2009, two 

trees have since been replaced.   

 

 

Photo 1.  Photo to the left shows the 1316 St. Charles #1 

Locust tree with a severe lean towards the street.  These 

trees are considered hazardous and should be removed 

during the next scheduled round.   

The tree a 1320 St. Charles can be seen in the background 

and also has a lean. It is recommended that this locust tree 

be removed as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 2.  Photo to the right shows the base of the 

tree at 1316 on the good side.  On the opposite 

about 50% of the circumference is dead.  This tree 

leans away from the street toward the residence. 

The crack in the curb shows an uplift that is 

consistent with increased lean in the opposite 

direction.  A lean in this tree was not noted during 

the 2009 inspection. 

END 

 


