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FIRE AND LIFE SAFETY DIVISION
Fire And Life Safety is the main entity within the department for the application of laws and
regulations related to fire prevention, life safety, fire protection systems, building construction and
protection. This is achieved through code compliance inspections and plan review of State-
Owned and State-Occupied buildings and institutions, as well as detention facilities, high-rises,
schools, camps, places of assembly, hospitals, care facilities for children and the aged as well as
other types of occupancies under the jurisdiction of the SFM. There is a direct relationship with
the California Fire Service through their requests for assistance, training and code interpretation
as well as partnering in the code development process and the resolution to code related issues
within the various jurisdictions..

Within the framework of the Fire And Life Safety Division is the plan review section. Plans for
projects under the SFM jurisdiction statewide are submitted for review. Plans are logged in based
on the receipt date. They are reviewed in the order received and returned back to the architect
for correction of items identified in the review. The architect is asked to make the corrections and
call for a back-check appointment. If all of the comments have been corrected, the original plans
are stamped approved, and a letter of approval is given to the architect. The program attempts to
maintain a 60-day turn around time for all projects. This is the time period from the receipt date,
to the date the plans are sent back to the designer or architect after having been reviewed.

Fire & Life Safety Staff

OSFM Regulated Occupancies:

For more information: click here.

Plan Review:

Plan Review Submittals Utilizing the 2007 California Codes prior January 1, 2008

All first time Plan Review Submittals require a completed Application Form. Processing of Submittals is
completed in date order, (first come, first served basis) For Plan Review Guidelines, click here.

Plan Review Application

CSU - Plan Review Application

Special Events Application - North

Special Events Application - South

Water Supply for Rural Areas
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Chapter 1 - Scope and Administration
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State
[ 2010 California Fire Code‚ Title 24‚ Part 9 (First Printing)‚ Includes Errata/Supplement through July 1‚ 2012 ]

Chapter 1 - Scope and Administration
DIVISION I CALIFORNIA ADMINISTRATION
SECTION 1.1 GENERAL
SECTION 1.11 OFFICE OF THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL
DIVISION II ADMINISTRATION
PART 1-GENERAL PROVISIONS
SECTION 101 GENERAL
SECTION 102 APPLICABILITY
PART 2—ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS
SECTION 103 DEPARTMENT OF FIRE PREVENTION
SECTION 104 GENERAL AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITIES
SECTION 105 PERMITS
SECTION 106 INSPECTIONS
SECTION 107 MAINTENANCE
SECTION 108 BOARD OF APPEALS
SECTION 109 VIOLATIONS
SECTION 110 UNSAFE BUILDINGS
SECTION 111 STOP WORK ORDER
SECTION 112 SERVICE UTILITIES
SECTION 113 FEES

 

1.11.1 SFM—Office of the State Fire Marshal.
1.11.2 Duties and powers of the enforcing agency.
1.11.3 Construction documents.
1.11.4 Fees.
1.11.5 Inspections.
1.11.6 Certificate of Occupancy.
1.11.7 Temporary Structures and Uses.
1.11.8 Service Utilities.
1.11.9 Stop Work Order.
1.11.10 Unsafe Buildings, Structures and Equipment.
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1.11.10 Unsafe Buildings, Structures and Equipment.
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1.11.2 Duties and powers of the enforcing agency. 

1.11.2.1 Enforcement.

1.11.2.1.1 The responsibility for enforcement of building standards adopted by the State Fire Marshal and published in the California Building Standards Code relating to fire and
panic safety and other regulations of the State Fire Marshal shall except as provided in Section 1.11.2.1.2 be as follows:

1. The city, county, or city and county with jurisdiction in the area affected by the standard or regulation shall delegate the enforcement of the building standards relating to fire
and panic safety and other regulations of the State Fire Marshal as they relate to Group R-3 occupancies, as described in Section 310.1 of Part 2 of the California Building
Standards Code, to either of the following:
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1.1. The chief of the fire authority of the city, county or city and county, or an authorized representative.

1.2. The chief building official of the city, county, or city and county, or an authorized representative.

2. The chief of any city or county fire department or of any fire protection district, and authorized representatives, shall enforce within the jurisdiction the building standards and
other regulations of the State Fire Marshal, except those described in Item 1 or 4.

3. The State Fire Marshal shall have authority to enforce the building standards and other regulations of the State Fire Marshal in areas outside of corporate cities and districts
providing fire protection services.

4. The State Fire Marshal shall have authority to enforce the building standards and other regulations of the State Fire Marshal in corporate cities and districts providing fire protection
services on request of the chief fire official or the governing body.

5. Any fee charged pursuant to the enforcement authority of this section shall not exceed the estimated reasonable cost of providing the service for which the fee is charged pursuant to Section 66014 of
the Government Code. 

[California Code of Regulations, Title 19, Division 1, §1.11] Enforcement of Regulations. 

In most instances the application of California Code of Regulations, Title 19, Division 1 to existing occupancies will necessitate the granting of sufficient time to effect the necessary changes. The inspection
authority must, therefore, exercise good judgment in authorizing sufficient time to complete the required changes, taking into consideration the degree of danger to life in event of fire while rectification is
being carried out. The inspection authority may require immediate compliance with any or all of the regulations, or he may grant a reasonable length of time in which to conform. 

[California Code of Regulations, Title 19, Division 1, §3.12] Enforcement Agency. 

(a) The provisions of California Code of Regulations, Title 19, Division 1 regulations shall be enforced by the State Fire Marshal, the chief of any city or county fire department or fire protection district, and
their authorized representatives, in their respective areas of jurisdiction. 

(b) The division of authority for the enforcement of these regulations shall be in accordance with the following: 

(1) The chief of any city or county fire department or fire protection district, and their authorized representatives shall enforce the rules and regulations in their respective areas. 

(2) The State Fire Marshal shall have authority to enforce the rules and regulations in areas outside of corporate cities and county fire protection districts. 

(3) The State Fire Marshal shall have authority to enforce the rules and regulations in corporate cities and county fire protection districts upon request of the chief fire official or the governing body. 

(c) Regardless of the provisions of subsections (a) and (b) above, these regulations shall be enforced in state institutions, state-owned and state-occupied buildings in accordance with the provisions of
Section 13108, Health and Safety Code. 

(d) Regardless of the above provisions of this section, these regulations shall be enforced only by the State Fire Marshal in every jail or place of detention for persons charged with or convicted of a crime,
unless the chief of a city or county fire department or fire protection district, or such chief's authorized representative, indicates in writing to the State Fire Marshal that inspections of such jails or places of
detention will be conducted by the chief or such person's authorized representative, in their respective area of jurisdiction. The inspections shall be made at least once every two years for the purpose of
enforcing the regulations adopted by the State Fire Marshal, pursuant to Section 13143. Reports of inspection conducted pursuant to this subsection shall be on forms provided by the State Fire Marshal
and shall be submitted to the official in charge of the facility, the local governing body, the State Fire Marshal and the Corrections Standards Authority within 30 days of the inspections.
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