
Tree Planting 
and Mulching

Root collar to be 1 to 2 inches above 
finished grade.

Round-topped soil berm 4 inches high by 
8 inches wide above root ball surface shall 
be constructed around the root ball. 
Berm shall be built 6 to 12 inches outside 
of root ball.

4” to 6” layer of mulch.

1.5” minimum

Root 
Collar

8 feet tall minimum

Prior to mulching, lightly tamp soil around 
the root ball (do not over compact). 

After backfilling, slowly water to 
saturate the root ball.

Root Ball
24 inches

48 to 72 inches

Loose soil. Dig and turn the 
soil to reduce compaction.

Keep mulch 4 to 6 inches away from trunk.

Finished grade
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